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MmamffiXM 'MBs Caaptroller 
25X1A9A SQS8JSCT * Claim of 


far Personal Property Eftesage 


X. Swire is forwarded herewith the claim of one 
Agency employee, la the amount of $hT .50 for damages;. allodgedly sus- 
tained to his wearing apparel* 

2* 


25X1 A 


9A 


25X1 A9A 


record lodlcetefc that while working la the fSki building, 

~| trousers were tors when be bruised against a table, the outer 
edges of Which contained a series of protruding asUsj that previously 
fee had esperieaeod a aialXer accident at the same location; sol that he 
had &K»wa that the garments of other «s®layeea had been damaged by the 




ease tab 3** The file also contains a ©station that 
did not require Mm to locate Ms eqMpaent m that he would be required 
to circuavent the table.* 

3. 'Em Agency has authority under the jsrovisicns of Section 26?2 
of title 20 {PbdasesI Tart ClaDas Act), to settle el&las sot exceeding 
$1,000, for dMw®e t» property occurring under circis^tancec, there the 
Government, if a private individual would be similarly liable in ac- 
cordance with the laws of the place where the damage occurred. Ac- 
cordingly, the validity of subject claim oust be determined in accordance 
with the lam* of- the: District of Ooluabia, 


25X1 A9 


b. Assuming but not conceding . that the duty of m employer to 
provide a reasonably safe place to «s»t was violated here, the laws of 
this jurisdiction preclude recovery in cases there it is fbuad that 
the claimant has in ease mrnar contributed to the injury complained 
of.. This is otherwise known os. the defense of contributory negligence, 
acid it signifies ft fail «r» m the part of the injured party to exercise 
*«are" or "prudence 11 , or to use "precautions" for Ms own. protraction. 


25X1 A9A 


5* The care or prudence which an individual sastst omrcl&o so as 
net to be precluded fro® recovery' on the basis of contributory negligence 
is described m being "ordinary” or "reasonable*! the question of whether 
he did, is fact, exercise this degree of care is determined by coaporing 
Ms cond uct with that of ft "pru dent* per son in the seem cimu&itamces . 


regard, for the fact that 


nails! that be knew that other individuals had been 


3 knew of the existence of the 
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that ti m injury mm c osg l ftin a fl of is the »ecoM ho has eagperieincgd; 

that the eto’srufw^at my ho held liable here only under the sane 
caaditions as eould a private party, it is oar opinion that the facts 
ptmmtm do not pdrait the asses saent of liability against the 
©sited states. 

6, Accordingly, baaed on the faeta sateitted, it is the reeomendiitKm 
of this office that subject c laia be denied. 
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